We have seen how Baudrillard, far from being a specifically 'postmodern' thinker owes much to a French tradition of the critique of modernity that includes Mauss, Bataille and Durkheim. He can also be seen to transform the pessimism of the first-generation Frankfurt School, without rejecting their insistence on the almost irresistible dominance of instrumental rationality, by projecting an almost poetic evasion through reversibility. In the first chapter, I followed Baudrillard's insistence that the symbolic is occluded in signification and his consequent rejection of engagement with the media and conventional sphere of politics. It was suggested that in rigidly demarcating the semiological and symbolic Baudrillard, in his early period, gives an unsatisfactory account of language and is unable to account for 'the impossible' . I observed that precisely these points are also at stake in Derrida's consideration of economy in Bataille or Mauss' gift as well as in a deconstructive approach to the Situationists. I thus suggested that Baudrillard as a result of an awareness of the sorts of criticisms Derrida was making in the 1960s, particularly concerning language, comes to theorize reversibility resulting in a much more ambivalent strategy (this also could be seen to emerge out of a deconstructive style consideration of the gift in Symbolic Exchange and Death which predates Derrida's own reading of Mauss by more than a decade and a half). The existing secondary literature on Baudrillard suggests that it is Lyotard's comments in Libindal Economy that prompt this shift but whether it is Lyotard or Derrida or a combination of the two is not of crucial importance. What is extremely significant is that this shift took place for it brought Baudrillard's mature thought into a degree of proximity with Derrida's that allows us to call both not just partisans of the singular but thinkers of the impossible. In the second chapter, the similarities between Baudrillard and Derrida's thought of the 'simulacrum' were observed. There is a significant shift from the early period for with simulation we have alterity posited as lodged within rather than external to the code. This move depends on a reconsideration of language that is largely untheorized but which comes close to that made in Derrida's deconstruction of Bataille.
But I also suggested that Baudrillard's early work is never just left behind and that similar schematic tendencies remain in the way he theorizes in his mature period. His early work had contrasted the positivity of a code dominated system with a simple other and this can be seen to appear to remain in Baudrillard's work on the media, if not always elsewhere. Indeed, I would argue that the main weakness of his work is
